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rection.    The judge's power is to kill ;   thine, to
make alive.

" Remember that the bishop1 is the messenger
of God most high, and the holy law is to be
sought at his mouth, as we read in the prophet
Malaehi.2 A watchman3 is set at the highest
place; whence the name episcopus, he being the
chief watchman,4 who ought by prudent counsel
to foresee for the whole army of Christ what must
be avoided and what must be done. These, that
is the bishops 6y are the lights of the holy church
of God, the leaders of the flock of Christ. It is
their duty actively to raise , the standard of the
holy cross in the front rank, and to stand intrepid
against every attack of the hostile force. These
are they who have received the talents, our King
the God Christ having gone with triumph of glory
to His Father's abode ; and when He comes again

1  "Sacerdos."    It appears clear that Alcnin is using the
word as equivalent to "episeopus", as it frequently was.

2  MaL ii. 7.                             3 "Speculator."

4  " Super-speculator,"  Isidore explains in his Etymologies
that bishops   are   called "episeopi** by the  Greeks  and
" speeulatores 1> by the Latins, because they are set on high
in the church.

5  "Sacerdotes."    That Aleuin is speaking of bishops, not
of priests in general, is clear from his verses at the end of
the  letter,  where   he  repeats  his phrases   4iterrae  sal",
"luminainundi", and adds "Bis sex signa poll", the twelve
stars  of  the sky,  namely the bishops   of  the  Southern
Province.    These were, not counting Athelhard himself^
Higbert of  Lichfield,  Kenwalch   or Eadbald of  London,
Kinbert of Winchester, Unwoua of Leicester, Ceolwulf of
Lindsey,  Denefrith  of  Sherborne, Aelhun  of Dunwich,
Alheard of Elmham? Heathred of Worcester, Ceolmund of
Hereford, Wiothuu of Selsey, Weremund of Rochester,